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As you all know, we are in the midst of an incredibly challenging time.

But thanks to the inspiring support of our community, the Canadian Opera Company has been 
able to respond to the public health and safety demands of this moment with innovative new 
ways to bring music into patrons’ homes, wherever they are in the world.

In this report, you will learn more about what our partners, members, subscribers, donors, and 
audience members have continued to make possible, from community performances and new 
concerts created especially for this time, to our first-ever virtual watch party, which proved that 
we can still experience the joys of opera with our fellow music lovers.

These new programs were each made possible by financial support of our members, donors, 
subscribers, and partners, and so I would like to extend a special thank you to each of you 
who have made a gift during this difficult time. We know this global health crisis has had a 
challenging impact on our audience members, too; we are incredibly grateful for every dollar of 
support, which we are using to secure a bright future of Canadian opera, in addition to mounting 
these new online programs.

While this is an often difficult time, we are finding silver linings in the accessibility and artistic 
intimacy that we can provide through these new digital stages. Many of our online participants 
are experiencing opera for the very first time through these new programs, concerts, and events 
— and I would like to thank all of our audience members for helping us welcome new opera 
lovers into our community.

Given the many successes enclosed in this report, we look forward to continuing to share these 
kinds of digital initiatives to complement our usual programming, even after we are able to 
safely return to live performances with in-person audiences. 

The world has changed — and thanks to our generous and committed supporters, I know we will 
be able to continue evolving with it. 

Sincerely,

Christie Darville
Deputy General Director
Executive Director, Philanthropy & Audiences

THE MUSIC CONTINUES
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CREATING 
NEW 
DIGITAL 
STAGES

In response to current health and 
safety demands, the COC has 
created new ways to connect with 
our audiences online. This digital 
programming has reached a global 
audience, with viewers in more 
than 50 countries, and made over 
2.5 million impressions across 
our platforms. 

With the launch of our new Digital 
Content Hub in March, the COC 
gave patrons an easy destination 
for these initiatives, including 
#OperaAtHome, which provided 
a daily dose of opera during 
those early days of the pandemic 
through favourite clips from past 
productions and new, filmed-
at-home performances by COC 
artists. 

We also adapted our usual in-
person community programming 
into new, original mini-concerts 
hosted online, featuring artists 
from the COC’s Free Concert 
Series in the Richard Bradshaw 
Amphitheatre and our Opera for 
Babies event series. 

In addition to these adaptations of our spring 
concerts and events, we created innovative new 
programs designed especially for this moment, 
which are detailed in the following pages: 

w Songs of Hope, an intimate concert of personal 
favourites from the Ensemble Studio; 

w our first-ever Virtual Choir; 

w the interactive educational series, Opera 
Makers: Activities for Young Creatives;

w and the one-night-only Hadrian Watch Party.

In total, over 5,000 hours 
of digital programming 

were viewed between 
March 27 and June 30.
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https://www.coc.ca/Hub
https://www.coc.ca/Hub


VOICES FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD

The COC Virtual Choir united 215 
participants, of all ages and musical 
backgrounds, from 22 countries to sing or 
play homemade percussion to Verdi’s famous 
“Anvil Chorus” from Il Trovatore. Led by 

Price Family Chorus Master Sandra Horst, 
participants practiced along with tutorials 
featuring artists of the COC Ensemble 
Studio, then submitted recordings of their 
performances to create a truly global choir.

“The COC’s Virtual Choir fits into this rising tide
as a leading example of how digital platforms

can deepen community engagement with performing 
arts organizations.” 

— Opera Canada
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Watch the Virtual Choir’s performance at coc.ca/VirtualChoir.

https://www.coc.ca/VirtualChoir


OPERA MAKERS: ACTIVITIES 
FOR YOUNG CREATIVES

Over 2,000 participants learned about our 
unique art form through Opera Makers: 
Activities for Young Creatives, an eight-
week video series of hands-on activities led by 
experienced COC teaching artists. 

Each week, participants learned about a new 
element of what makes an opera, from singing 
and movement to composing and set design — 
and were then invited to try it out themselves 
through interactive activities.

To bring this educational program to an even 
wider audience, teaching artists soprano 
Makenzie Morgan and composer Chris 
Thornborrow led two live-streams for the 
Toronto Star, further igniting the opera spark 
in young people across Toronto. 
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The full eight-week video 
series is still available online 
at coc.ca/OperaMakers.

https://www.coc.ca/OperaMakers


SONGS OF HOPE: FROM 
OUR HOMES TO YOURS

This new concert provided over 4,000 viewers with a message of hope for brighter times ahead. 

The intimate, salon-style concert was hosted by Ensemble graduate Simone Osborne and 
featured an eclectic mix of art song, folk tunes and Broadway favourites that were personally 
curated and performed by the COC Ensemble Studio’s young artists, in their own homes.

In addition to the performances by Ensemble Studio members Joel Allison, Matthew Cairns, 
Vartan Gabrielian, Simona Genga, Jamie Groote, Rachael Kerr, Lauren Margison, Anna-
Sophie Neher, and Alex Soloway, COC Music Director Johannes Debus and Head of the 
Ensemble Studio Liz Upchurch made surprise guest appearances to perform a special piano 
duet — and Liz’s young son Jack even joined in the fun with a percussion accompaniment!
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“The Songs of Hope concert was amazing! 
Congratulations to all the very gifted artists 

of the Ensemble Studio!” 
— Mary-Jayne VanPypen
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In partnership with the 
Montréal Pride Festival, we 
hosted a one-night-only 
streaming event of Hadrian. 
It was the first chance to 
watch this stunning queer 
love story in its entirety since 
its world premiere in 2018. 

Nearly 3,000 viewers from 
55 countries around the 
world tuned in, many staying 
up into the small hours of 
their time zones to enjoy the 
opera. After the show, we 
received over 100 questions 
for the live Q&A with 
composer Rufus Wainwright, 
librettist Daniel MacIvor and 
director Peter Hinton. 

HADRIAN
WATCH 
PARTY
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Social media lit up with more than 1,500 tweets flooding #HadrianWatchParty — and 
for many, it was their very first opera experience!
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COC ACADEMY: A PLATFORM 
FOR OPERA’S EMERGING 
ARTISTS

COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE AND 
DIRECTOR/DRAMATURG-IN-RESIDENCE

The COC Academy aims to create a vibrant community of Canadian artists and creative 
professionals through a series of talent development programs, which provide participants 
with the skills, experiences and resources to thrive in a global opera environment. 

These activities have continued throughout our present situation, using digital adaptations 
and virtual forms of collaboration.

Our Composer-in-Residence 
Ian Cusson is currently 
working on Fantasma, 
a completely new opera 
specifically designed for young 
audiences, in collaboration 
with COC Director/
Dramaturg-in-Residence Julie 
McIsaac and librettist Colleen 
Murphy. 

Julie also recently led a 
virtual tour of her hometown, 
Penetanguishene, as 
part of Music Monday — 
The Coalition for Music 
Education’s national 
celebration of music education.

This past season, Ian 
also composed a new 
aria to redress cultural 
appropriations in Louis Riel, 
which you can watch online at 
coc.ca/Hub. Set to librettist 
Mavor Moore’s text, Ian’s 
reimagined aria is a beautiful 
hybrid piece, informed by the 
past while simultaneously 
creating a new future for this 
important work.
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ENSEMBLE STUDIO

The Ensemble Studio is our talent 
development program for young opera 
singers and pianists/coaches, providing 
thousands of hours of training to ensure 
these incredible Canadian artists are well-
prepared for a career in the competitive 
global opera industry.
 
To ensure the artists’ health and safety 
without compromising the program’s 
rigour, their coaches worked quickly to 
update their training to digital methods. 
For the final months of the 2019/2020 
season, the group continued to sing and 
play together through recordings and met 
on Zoom for virtual coaching sessions

Every season, the Ensemble Studio 
performs a celebratory concert to 
showcase their talents and learnings 
from the program — and even under our 
unusual circumstances, this season was no 
exception, with this year’s cohort creating 
a new Songs of Hope concert (detailed on 
page 10 of this report).

https://www.coc.ca/Hub
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For many of our events and digital initiatives, we came together with community partners to 
keep the spirit of music alive and well during this challenging time for the entire performing arts 
sector.

UNITING WITH
OUR COMMUNITY

MONTRÉAL PRIDE FESTIVAL
In this new partnership, we co-presented our 
Hadrian Watch Party and Live Q&A with 
composer Rufus Wainwright, librettist Daniel 
MacIvor, director Peter Hinton, and COC 
General Director Alexander Neef, hosted by 
pop culture critic Anthony Oliveira.

AGA KHAN MUSEUM
As part of our online version of our Free 
Concert Series in the Richard Bradshaw 
Amphitheatre, we presented a mini-concert of 
music from North Africa, featuring the Fethi 
Nadjem Trio.

THE GLENN GOULD SCHOOL
Artists of the Glenn Gould School piano 
studio presented a mini-concert of Debussy 
Preludes for the online version of our Free 
Concert Series in the Richard Bradshaw 
Amphitheatre.

YEE HONG FOUNDATION
Its Caring Heroes online show, which was 
dedicated to frontline workers and those 
in care homes, included a performance by 
Ensemble Studio graduates Simona Genga 
and Rachael Kerr.
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When we announced the 
cancellation of our spring 
2020 productions of Aida 
and The Flying Dutchman, 
we were deeply moved 
by our community’s 
immediate outpouring of 
support.

In recognition of the 
challenges ahead, a 
generous donor came 
forward to match every 
gift we received until 
June 30, providing the 
COC with critical funds 
as we moved forward 
with new digital content 
and planning for future 
performances.

AN INCREDIBLE 
OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT

1,196 patrons 
made a gift to 
this matching 
opportunity, 
with 161 of them 
donating to the 
COC for the 
very first time.

Together, our 
audience raised 
$329,000 
through this 
opportunity.

“I am new to opera — loved The Barber 
of Seville and was so looking forward to 
The Flying Dutchman (love the story). 

I hope my little donation, along with 
others, helps… so the COC can be back 

better than ever in the near future.” 
— Linda Corbett
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The philanthropic leadership of our 
members has been foundational to all of the 
new programming and initiatives detailed in 
this report.

Their passion and commitment to this art 
form has allowed us to nurture a diverse 
and growing audience, even as our physical 
stage has been dark.

From everyone at the Canadian Opera 
company: thank you all for continuing to 
give as a COC member.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
COC MEMBERS

“This is a token of our appreciation for what the COC means to our family.”
— Albert Nocera., Friends of the COC Member
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SUPPORT A BRIGHT FUTURE 
OF CANADIAN-LED OPERA

Whether a performance is live at our opera 
house or on one of our digital stages, it has 
the power to connect us. 

Every gift to the COC helps secure opera’s 
future as we draw in new audiences with 
innovative and accessible digital programs, 
create new artistic collaborations across our 
cultural field, and provide world-class training 
to emerging artists and creators in our 
communities. 

To make a gift today in support of our digital 
evolution, please visit coc.ca/Donate.  

To ensure you receive the latest 
news regarding our digital 
programming events, sign up for 
our monthly eOpera newsletter at 
coc.ca/eOpera.

Earlaine Collins
J. Rob Collins
A. J. Diamond 

David Ferguson (Chair)

Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
Ben Heppner

Henry N. R. Jackman
Michael Levine

Anne & Tony Arrell
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student Development Fund 

Earlaine Collins in memory of Gerard H. Collins
John A. Cook

Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak
Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick

Peter M. Deeb
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan 

Marjorie & Roy Linden

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
Roger D. Moore
Sheila K. Piercey

Frances & Tim Price
Arthur & Susan Scace

Colleen Sexsmith
Estate of James Drewry Stewart

Joey & Toby Tanenbaum
Anonymous (3) 

Sue Mortimer
Adrianne Pieczonka

Arthur R. A. Scace, C. M.
David Stanley-Porter

Rosemary Dover
Catherine Fauquier

Michael Gough, Co-Chair
Anne Maggisano

Sue Mortimer

Frances Price
Colleen Sexsmith

Keith Sjögren
Jack Whiteside, Co-Chair

EMERITUS COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The COC Emeritus Council, led by the Executive Committee, salutes those Board Members who have completed their 
term and whose leadership efforts have been integral to the company’s artistic evolution and transformative history of 
accomplishment.

LIFE TRUSTEES COUNCIL 
The Life Trustees Council salutes the leaders of the COC community whose efforts have been integral to the company’s 
artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.

E. LOUISE MORGAN SOCIETY 
A legacy of leadership, passion, and philanthropy achieved through individual lifetime giving in support of the Canadian 
Opera Company.
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MAJOR GIFTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The COC offers its sincere thanks to the individuals listed below for their extraordinary support. 

PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS
Advancing the art form 
through visionary productions.

$500,000 + 
Colleen Sexsmith

$100,000 – $499,999
Howard & Sarah D. Solomon Foundation 
in honour of Gerard Mortier

PERFORMANCE AND 
ARTIST SPONSORS
Building a community of world-class artists, 
both established and emerging. 

$100,000 + 
George & Kathy Dembroski 
Jack Whiteside

$50,000 – $99,999
Robert Sherrin 

$25,000 – $49,999
Marcia Lewis Brown

Earlaine Collins
Valarie Koziol
The Tauba and Solomon Spiro Foundation
Françoise Sutton 
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton Creighton

Up to $24,999
Peter & Hélène Hunt
June Shaw
The. Hon. David E. Spiro

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you for sharing our belief that art has 
a key role to play in getting us through this 
challenging time.

https://my.coc.ca/donate/i/13
https://my.coc.ca/account/create/brief?returnurl=/account/interests
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CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION
Securing the future and long-term vitality of the Canadian Opera Company through visionary, permanent investments

$2,000,000 + 
Earlaine Collins in memory of 
 Gerard H. Collins
Free Concert Endowment Fund 
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan
Frances & Tim Price

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove
Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick
The Hon. Henry N. R. Jackman
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
Roger D. Moore
Sheila K. Piercey
Michael V. & Wanda Plachta
Frank and Emily Riddell Memorial Trust
George J. Zebrowski

$500,000 – $999,999
Ethel B. Jackson
R. Samuel McLaughlin Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation

$250,000 – $499,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund
Dr. Daphne Bell
John A. Cook
Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of N. Faye Wood

$100,000 – $249,999
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Frances V. Blue
Ruth Eileen Day
George & Kathy Dembroski
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr
Leonore Hetherington
Helen Inch
Ruby Mercer
Edwin & Ann Mirvish
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
J. M. Doc Savage
David Stanley-Porter
Mrs. Ruth E. Vanderslip
Anonymous (5)

$50,000 – $99,999
The J.P. Bickell Foundation
David Bowen
Mr. Walter Carsen, O.C.
Dr. Rodney C. Ellis
Estate of Mildred H. M. Hamilton
John G. Hunter
Michael & Linda Hutcheon 
John B. Lawson, C.M. Q.C.
Anthony V. Mason
Rob & Penny Richards
The Hon. David E. Spiro 
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Amy & Claire Stewart
Janet Stubbs†
Sun Life Financial
TransCanada Corp.
Anonymous (1)

COC ACADEMY 
SUPPORTERS
Encouraging the next generation
of artists and celebrating Canada’s 
wealth of talent. 

$1,000,000
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation  

$500,000 – $999,999
Sheila K. Piercey 
The Slaight Family Foundation 

$100,000 – $499,999
Anne & Tony Arrell
Marjorie & Roy Linden

$25,000 – $99,999
Ethel Harris & the late Milton E. Harris
Patrick and Barbara Keenan Foundation
The Stratton Trust
Nora Wilson

Up to $24,999
Keith Ambachtsheer & Virginia Atkin

ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 
Development Fund 

Margaret Harriett Cameron and 
 the late Gary Smith
Catherine Fauquier
Joy Levine
Patricia & Frank Mills
R. Manke
Deborah Moorthy
Sue Mortimer in memory of 
 Clive Bennett Mortimer
Janet Stubbs†
Toronto Wagner Society
Ruth Watts-Gransden
Brian Wilks 

GENERAL PROGRAM 
SUPPORTERS
Providing general program support is critical to 
the COC’s artistic mission.

$1,000,000 + 
Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
Frances & Tim Price 
The Estate of James Drewry Stewart
Anonymous (1)

$300,000 + 
Estate of Roger D. Moore

$100,000+
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Trent

$50,000 - $99,999
C. Joanne Baird in memory of 
 Jeremy C. Scarfe
Margaret & David Fountain
James & Christine Nicol
Juta Reed

$25,000 - $49,999
The MacNeill Family Foundation 
Anonymous (1)

Up to $24,999
Estate of Wilma Elizabeth Bell
The Bennett Family Foundation
Estate of Cheryl Ann Billingsley
Estate of Sheila Black
Estate of Ruth Bolt
The Patrick Hodgson Family Foundation
Estate of Constance MacDougall
Simon Nyilassy
Lenore Jane Wilson in memory of 
 Ruth McCreery

$25,000 – $49,999
Mrs. Leonard G. (Anne) Delicaet
Estate of Lynne Jeffrey
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Cecilia M. Longstaffe
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
Kenneth F. Read
Ann D. Sutton
Anonymous (1)
 
Canada Cultural Investment 
 Fund—Endowment Incentives

 

Ontario Arts Foundation
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GOLDEN CIRCLE

GOLD, $50,000 +
Jerry Heffernan****
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation****
Jim & Christine Nicol*
Anonymous (1)

SILVER, $25,000 – $49,999
Mark & Gail Appel****
Anne & Tony Arrell****
Barbara Black***
In memory of Gerard H. Collins****
Rennie & Bill Humphries****
Ronald Kimel & Vanessa LaPerriere****
Susan Loube & William Acton***
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt*
Jack Whiteside***
Anonymous (2)

BRONZE, $12,500 – $24,999
Keith Ambachtsheer & Virginia Atkin****
Ms Nora Aufreiter**
Lisa Balfour Bowen & the late 
 Walter M. Bowen****
Paul Bernards***
Mr. Philip J. Boswell****
Marcia Lewis Brown**
Helen Burstyn & Family
Stewart & Gina Burton**
Dr. John Chiu in memory of 
 Yvonne Chiu, C.M.****
The Max Clarkson Family Foundation****
Ms Sarah Cohen
J. Rob Collins & Janet Cottrelle****
Marilyn Cook**
Catherine Fauquier****
David & Kristin Ferguson****
Lloyd & Gladys Fogler****
Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts***
Robert Fung**
Ira Gluskin & Maxine Granovsky Gluskin****
Dr. Eudice Goldberg**
The Hon. William C. Graham & 
 Mrs. Catherine Graham****
Ethel Harris & the late Milton Harris****
William & Nona Heaslip Foundation****
Douglas E. Hodgson****
Michael & Linda Hutcheon****
Bernhard & Hannelore Kaeser****
Valarie Koziol*
Justin S. Linden**
Jeff Lloyd & Barbara Henders**
Jerry & Joan Lozinski****
Ms Anne Maggisano*
Hon. Margaret Norrie McCain**** 
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas****
Jonathan Morgan***
Sue Mortimer in memory of 
 Clive Bennett Mortimer****
Susanne Boyce & Brendan Mullen**** 
Ms Bernadette Murphy
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen***
Frances & Tim Price****
Ms R. Raso****
Annie & Ian Sale**
Colleen Sexsmith****
Jean Davidson & Paul Spafford****
The Hon. David E. Spiro****
Françoise Sutton****
Wendy J. Thompson****
Ms Kristine Vikmanis & 
 Mr. Denton Creighton****
Halina & Kurt von dem Hagen***
David Roffey & Karen Walsh****
The Youssef-Warren Foundation****
Anonymous (1)

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

TRUSTEE, $7,500 – $12,499
Margaret Atwood****
Dr. Frank Bartoszek & Mr. Daniel O’Brien****
Dr. Jane Brissenden & Dr. Janet Roscoe****
Cesaroni Management Limited****
Jennie Ciccolini and the late 
 Frank Ciccolini Sr.****
Bud & Leigh Eisenberg****
George Fierheller****
Peter & Shelagh Godsoe****
Deanna A. Gontard****
John & Judith Grant***
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin***
Dr. Joshua Josephson****
Dr. Elizabeth Kocmur & 
 Mr. James C. Baillie****
Amy & John Macfarlane***
Kathleen McLaughlin & Tim Costigan***
John & Esther McNeil****
Dr. Judith A. Miller****
Bruce & Vladka Mitchell**
Otto & Marie Pick Charitable Foundation
Rob & Penny Richards****
Helen & John Scott***
Dr. David Shaw***
David & Hilary Short****
Hume Smith****
Carol Swallow****
Mr. José A. Vizquerra-Benavides & 
 Ms Jessica Schwarz
Virginia Wesson***
Mr. Brian Wilks**
Helen Ziegler***
Anonymous (1) 

PATRON, $3,750 – $7,499
Dr. & Mrs. Hans G. Abromeit****
Sue Armstrong****
Philip Arthur & Mary Wilson***
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford****
Janice A. Baker****
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Belli-Bivar****
Tom Bogart & Kathy Tamaki***
Ms. Donna Brock****
Alice Burton****
Margaret Harriett Cameron****
Sharon & Howard Campbell***
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty***
Neil Chander
John D. Church*
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson**
Josyane Cohen****
Tony Comper***
Mary and Bill Corcoran****
Bram & Beth Costin
Lindy Cowan & Chris Hatley****
Carrol Anne Curry****
Carol Derk & David Giles***
Jeffrey Douglas
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover****
Vreni & Marc Ducommun****
Mrs. Anne W. Dupré
Joseph Fantl & Moira Bartram***
Darren Farwell
Fraser Fell****
Ms Lindsay Dale-Harris & 
 Mr. Rupert Field-Marsham****
Susan Gerhard***
Miss Ann J. Gibson****
Mr. Jeff Axelrod & Dr. John Goodhew* 
David Gordon & Beth Greenblatt**
Michael & Anne Gough****
Dr. Noëlle Grace & The Shohet Family****
Ronald & Birgitte Granofsky****
Douglas & Ruth Grant**
Ms Carol Gray
Mrs. Pamela Hallisey
Mr. James Hamilton**
Beverly Hargraft***
Mr. Harquail & Dr. Sigfridsson**
Roy & Gail Harrison****
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Hellyer****
Dianne W. Henderson

Mr. David J. Hiebert & Dr. Paul E. Cooper
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh****
Ken Hugessen & Jennifer Connolly***
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan 

Foundation****
Paul Lee & Jill Maynard****
Mr. J. Levitt & Ms E. Mah***
Mr. Peter Levitt & Ms Mai Why****
Leanne & George Lewis
Marjorie & Roy Linden****
Mr. Huston Loke
Peter H. Lunney**
James MacDougall****
Tom MacMillan****
Mrs. J. L. Malcolm***
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. McGillivray****
Paul & Jean McGrath****
Ronan McGrath & Sarah Perry**
June McLean****
Mr. Timothy McNicholas**
Don McQueen & Trina McQueen O.C.***
Mr. Ian McWalter**
Eva Innes & David Medhurst**
Mr. Ulrich Menzefricke****
Varqa Mirzaagha
Dr. M. L. Myers****
Matt Mysak***
Dr. Shirley C. Neuman***
Eileen Patricia Newell****
Dr. Emilie Newell***
Sally-Ann Noznesky****
Simon Nyilassy**
Janice Oliver****
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Park****
John & Gwen Pattison***
Dr. Roger D. Pearce****
John & Carol Peterson****
June C. Pinkney****
Polk Family Charitable Fund** 
Julian & Anna Porter
Mary Jean & Frank Potter****
Margaret A. Riggin**
Mr. Michael Samborsky****
Ms Sharon Cookie Sandler****
Sam & Esther Sarick****
June Shaw & the late Dr. Ralph Shaw****
Mr. Philip Somerville**
Dr. John Stanley & 
 Dr. Helmut Reichenbächer****
Wayne Stanley & Marina Pretorius**
David Stanley-Porter and Colin Mailer****
Doreen L. Stanton****
James H. Stonehouse***
Janet Stubbs†**
Ronald & Lee Till****
Elizabeth Tory****
Ian Turner***
Vernon G. Turner****
Sandra & Guy Upjohn***
Edmond & Sylvia Vanhaverbeke****
Hugh & Colleen Washington***
Ruth Watts-Gransden****
Frank Whittaker***
Ms Elizabeth Wirth
Morden Yolles****
Susan Zorzi***
Anonymous (5)

MEMBER, $2,250 – $3,749
D. C. Adamson-Brdar****
Joan H. Addison
Sophia Aggelonitis
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove****
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto & Nancy Albis****
Mr. Brad Alexander
Ms. Christine Allan & Mr. Greg Baylin
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Claire Allen***
Clive & Barbara Allen****
Dr. D. Amato & Ms J. Hodges****
Louis Amato-Gauci & David Hopley
Stephanie, Kate & Anne-Marie H. Applin****
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D. & 
 Michael Paterson
K. R. I. Bailey***
John Bailey***

INDIVIDUAL GIVING ANNUAL SUPPORT
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Marilyn & Charles Baillie****
Andrew & Cornelia Baines****
Mr. Clair Balfour and Ms Marci McDonald
Richard J. Balfour****
Ms Linda Banks
Karen & Bill Barnett**
Dr. Thomas H. Beechy****
Mr. N. Beilstein & Mr. A. Lee
Ms Marie Bérard†****
Nani & Austin Beutel****
Dody Bienenstock***
John & Mandy Birch**
Douglas Birkenshaw and Ginger Sorbara
Ms Tricia Black**
Anneliese and Walter Blackwell****
Ian & Janet Blue****
Howard & Caroline Booth
Mr. Christopher Bozek*
Mrs. Carolyn Bradley-Hall & 
 Mr. William Bradley****
Mrs. Richard Bradshaw****
Dr. David & Constance Briant****
Thomas J. Burton***
Maureen Callahan & Douglas Gray***
Ken & Denise Cargill**
Brian & Ellen Carr****
Gail Carson****
Wendy M. Cecil****
Prof. Alfred L. Chan & 
 Mr. Michael Farewell**** 
Dr. & Mrs. Albert Cheskes****
Mr. Amar Choksi
Dr. Howard M. Clarke****
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black***
Ms Jacqueline Code**
Edward Cole & Adrienne Hood****
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers***
Fred & Anne Conlin
Beth Corcoran & Jonathan Newton
Katherine Robb Corlett****
Dr. Lesley S. Corrin****
Gay & Derek Cowbourne***
Mary & John Crocker****
Ruth & John Crow****
Greg Cumming & Bianca Marcus****
Mary Beth Currie & Jeff Rintoul
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Dan****
Mr. Stuart Davidson*
Brian J. Dawson****
Jayne & Ted Dawson****
Falguni Debnath
Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak****
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Diamond**
Mrs. Shirley Diamond & Family****
J. DiGiovanni***
Dr. John H. Dirks
Sandra Z. Doblinger**
Mr. Steven D. Donohoe****
Mrs. Sharon Dowdal
Dr. James & Mrs. Ellen Downey***
Ms Jill Presser & Mr. John Duffy**
Marko Duic and Gabriel Lau****
Mr. Albert D. Dunn**
William & Gwenda Echard****
Jean Patterson Edwards***
Wendy & Elliott Eisen****
Jordan Elliott & Lynne Griffin*
Dr. Frederick D. Erbiceanu, DDS
George A. Farkass*** 
Bill Fearn & Claudia Rogers****
Lee & Shannon Ferrier****
William & Rosemary Fillmore****
Goshka Folda*
J. E. Fordyce****
Robert & Julia Foster***
R. Dalton Fowler****
Rev. Ivars Gaide & Rev. Dr. Anita Gaide****
Mr. W. Bowen & Ms S. Gavinchuk****
Georgia & Stephen Gerring***
Diane McArthur
Aviva & Andrew Goldenberg***
Dr. Fay Goldstep & Dr. George Freedman*** 
Ricardo Gomez-Insausti***
Tina & Michael Gooding****
Wayne A. Gooding†****
David & Wendy Gordon***
Ms Patricia Graham & Mr. Terry Kirby
Bryan Grant
Mr. Finn Greflund & Mrs. M. Ortner***

John Groves & Vera Del Vecchio****
Joyce Gutmann****
Dr. Albert J. Haddad & 
 Mr. Rodney Rousseau
Dan Hagler & Family****
George & Irene Hamilton****
Paul & Natalie Hartman**
Maggie Hayes***
Jacques & Elizabeth Helbronner****
William E. Hewitt****
Sally Holton****
Mr. Roland Hoy***
Mr. James Hunt
Peter & Hélène Hunt**** 
Graeme & Susan Hunter
Chris Hutchinson† & David Kerwood
Mr. Sumant Inamdar***
Dr. Melvyn L. Iscove****
Elliott Jacobson & Judy Malkin***
Mr. Umar Jan
Laurence Jewell***
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 

Charitable Foundation****
Asma Jinnah
Ms Elizabeth Johnson***
Dr. Albert & Bette Johnston***
Michael Joseph & Mary Bassey
Lorraine Kaake****
Ann Garnett (Kadrnka)****
Miriam Kagan
H. L. Katarynych****
Inta Kierans****
James & Diane King***
Ellen & Hermann Kircher****
Tesari Charitable Foundation***
Robert W. Korthals & Janet Charlton**
Macro Properties Ltd.***
Mr. Leslie Lam
Elizabeth & Goulding Lambert****
Mr. Philip Lanouette***
M. J. Horsfall Large***
John B. Lawson, C.M. Q.C.****
Mr. Duncan & Mrs. Sondra Lear
Dr. Connie Lee****
Neal & Dominique Lee***
Alexander & Anna Leggatt****
Martin & Raja Leistner
John & Michele Lewis*
L. Liivamagi & Dr. D. N. Cash**
Janet & Sid Lindsay****
Anthony Lisanti****
Dr. Vance Logan****
Jonathan & Dorothea Lovat Dickson***
Dr. Jan Lusis****
Mr. Jed MacKay****
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Mackenzie****
R. Manke****
Dr. & Mrs. M. A. Manuel*** 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gordon Marantz****
Roberto Mauro† & Erin Wall†
McDorman Family****
Donald R. McLean & Diane Martello**
Georgina McLennan****
M. E. McLeod****
Shawn McReynolds & Elaine Kierans**
Dr. Don Melady & Mr. Rowley Mossop****
Pauline Menkes
Eileen Mercier****
Mr. Seth & Ms Theresa Mersky
Dr. Alan C. Middleton****
Ms Elizabeth Paton Miller**
Patricia & Frank Mills***
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Millward***
Dr. Judy Miner
Audrey & David Mirvish****
Dr. David N. Mitchell & Dr. Susan M. Till****
Mr. Robert Morassutti****
Alice Janet Morgan****
Ms Rosalind Morrow***
Gael Mourant & Caroline Hubberstey**
Mr. Noel Mowat**
Professor David J. Murray****
David & Mary Neelands***
Dr. Steven Nitzkin****  
Donald O’Born****
Annette Oelbaum**
Dr. James & Mrs. Valda Oestreicher****
Emile Oliana & Alvin Iu****
Mr. Ashkan Omidi

Martin & Myrna Ossip**
Eileen & Ralph Overend**
Julia & Liza Overs****
Clarence & Mary Pace****
Douglas L. Parker****
Barbara & Peter Pauly***
Dr. A. Angus Peller**
Linda Lee & Michael Pharoah****
Ms Victoria Pinnington****
Mr. & Mrs. Domenic Porporo***
Georgia Prassas****
Ms Marlene F. Preiss***
Andy Pringle*
Dr. Mark Quigley & Elaine Conn****
Dr. Linda Rabeneck & 
 Dr. Catherine Campbell
Margrit & Tony Rahilly****
Stephen Ralls & Bruce Ubukata****
Christoph Emmrich & Srilata Raman
Carol & Morton Rapp****
Dr. Reza Rastegar
Juta Reed***
Gabrielle & Greg Richards****
Carolyn Ricketts****
Janet Rieksts-Alderman
Ms Nada Ristich**
Emily & Fred Rizner***
Clara Robert**
J. E. Robinson
In Memory of John & Norma Rogers
Dr. Michael & Mary Romeo****
Mr. Tom Rothfels**
Rainer & Sharyn Rothfuss****
Rubach Wealth - R&A Financial Group Inc.
Dr. Amy Kaiser & Ken Rotman 
Silke Rudelbach
David A. Ruston****
Fred & Mary Schulz**
Dr. Pavel Sectakof
Carol Seifert & Bruno Tesan***
Robert & Geraldine Sharpe****
Dr. Bernie & Mrs. Bobbie Silverman***
Rod & Christina Simpson
Alan Sinclair
Helen Sinclair
Ms Joan Sinclair****
Carol Slatt**
Jay Smith & Laura Rapp***
Stephen & Jane Smith****
David Smukler & Patricia Kern***
Dr. Harley Smyth & 
 Carolyn McIntire Smyth***
Dr. Joseph So****
Ms C. Soles
Martha E. Spears****
F.E.A. Specht****
Ms Gillian Stacey
Paul Steep & Anne McNeilly**
Oksana R. Stein****
Martin Stone
Mr Philip Street & Ms Vanessa Grant
Dr. David Surplis
Dr. William Siegel & Margaret Swaine***
Anna Talenti****
Eric Tang & Dr. James Miller***
Mr. Alex Tosheff**
Stefan Varga & Dr. Marica Varga**
Dr. Yvonne Verbeeten***
Mr. Sam Virgilio
Susan Vorner Kirby & Graeme Kirby
Dr. Helen Vosu & Donald Milner****
Elizabeth Walker****
Donald & Margaret Walter****
Ted & Erica Warkentin
Melanie Whitehead***
Mr. Peter Wijnbergen*
Elizabeth Wilson & Ian Montagnes****
Robert Elliott & Paul Wilson***
Ms Lilly Wong**
John Wright & Chung-Wai Chow***
Ms June Yee***
Erik Yeo
Linda Young**
Carole & Bernie Zucker***
Anonymous (30)
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FRIENDS OF THE COC

SUSTAINING FRIENDS 
$1,750 – $2,249
Michael & Janet Barnard***
Michael Benedict & Martha Lowrie****
Iivi Campbell****
Lee Chambers
Mr. Michael Disney**
Mr. Kazik Jedrzejczak****
Paul & Marcia Kavanagh
Mr. Tom Le Seelleur****
Marlene Pollock Sheff**
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Trent****
Mrs. Richard Wookey****
Anonymous ( 1 )

ASSOCIATE FRIENDS  
$1,150 – $1,749
Mary Ann Alexander****
Ms Vernis Barnwell***
Ellen & Murray Blankstein*
James E. Brown***
R Burkholder**
Hedy Burton
Theresa & John Caldwell****
Alex Coman
Philip J. Conlon & Tina Conlon***
Mr. Darren Day****
Howard & Kathrine Eckler****
Hugh Furneaux****
Jack Golabek*
Mr. Carmen & Mrs. Vittoria Guglietti***
Ms Alison Harvison Young & 
 Mr. Herman J. Wilton-Siegel**
Sylvie Hatch****
Great Circle Solar
Richard & Susan Horner****
James Hughes***
Frances Humphreys in memory of 
 Anthony C. J. Humphreys****
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis**
Dr. & Mrs. L. A. Kitchell****
Mr. & Mrs. I. P. & O. M. Komarnicky***
Ms Roberta Laking**
Alan & Marti Latta****
Andrew and Harriet Lyons
P. Anne Mackay****
Mary McClymont****
Paul and Lynne Milnes*
Mr. Carl Morey****
Sean O’Neill & Victoria Cowling****
Mr. Vlad Ovchinnikov & 
 Mrs. Lesia Menchynska*
Mervyn Pickering
Mr. John Prezioso
Dr. Peter Ray****
Dr. Shelley Rechner****
In memory of Diane Rosenthal***
Ms Elisabeth Scarff****
Samuel and Fran Sheusi***
Allan & Helaine Shiff****
Ms Maggie Siggins**
Mrs. Pamela A. Smith
John Spears and Elisabeth Marsden****
Dr. & Dr. W. K. Stavraky****
Ms Peg Thoen***
Anonymous ( 4 )

CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS 
$750 – $1,149
Sean Adams
Sam & Jessie Albanese
Carol & Ernest Albright****
Albert and Nancy Alexanian
Leila Appleford***
Mr. Alfonso M. Arias
Dr. I. L. Babb Fund at the 
 Toronto Community Foundation****
Alyson Barnett Cowan***
Peter & Leslie Barton****
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Rosa Berkowitz****
Don Biderman****
Anthony Bird****
Gabrielle and Karina Bray
Mary Brock & Brian Iler****
Murray & Judy Bryant****
Dr. Barbara Caffery & Dr. Art Caspary
Ms Josephine K. Caliendo**

Mr. Bill Cameron***
Betty Carlyle****
Mark Cestnik & Natercia Sousa****
Dr. Wendy C. Chan*
Robert D. Cook***
Peter Corley
William Cowan & Elodie Fourquet***
David M. Cullen****
Anita Day
Mr. Stephen F. Dineley & 
 Ms Penelope Rose***
Drs. S. Done & S. Mace****
Peter & Anne Dotsikas***
Ms Eleanor L. Ellins****
Joe & Helen Feldmann****
Margaret & Jim Fleck*
Ms Rosario Flores*
Jennifer & Frank Flower****
Marie-Lison Fougere***
Mrs. Ingrid Fratzl
Dr. Hugh Gayler & Ms Eileen Martin****
Mr. M. Gerwin & Mrs. J. Rutledge***
Alison Girling & Paul Schabas***
Ted Goldenberg*
Les & Marion Green****
Ms Julianna A. Greenspan
Colin Gruchy****
Dr. & Mrs. Voldemars Gulens****
Dr. & Mrs. Brian & Cynthia Hands****
Hana Havlicek Martinek**
Nigel & Bridget Hodges****
Mr. Josef Hrdina**
Dr. Ivan & Mrs. Diana Hronsky****
In loving memory of 
 Joyce Whitney Hughes*
Margaret and Chris Ibey****
Dr. Peter Jacyk & Dr. Lesia Babiak**
Alanne & David Kee**
Heidi & Khalid Khokhar****
Mai Kirch****
Ms Anne Marie Klingbiel**
Mr. James R. Lake****
Harry Lane***
Earl B. Law****
Giles le Riche & Rosemary Polczer****
Patricia Leary & Jerry Teitel*
Mary C. Legge
Claus & Heather Lenk***
Thomas and Madeline Lennon**
Yakov Lerner†*
Gil & Dorota Lorenson*
Dr. Francois Loubert**
Mary P. MacLean****
Gerda Marz
Susan McCawley***
Ms Yvonne McGregor
Jil McIntosh***
Sylvia M. McPhee****
James & Mary Morgan*
Ms H. M. Murata***
Blake Murray & Nancy Riley****
Roald Nasgaard and Lori Walters**
Karen Olinyk†**
Dr. Michael O’Mahony
Ms Marianne Orr*
Dr. Wadermar A. Pieczonka****
Mr. James Posluns*
Sandra Posluns****
Ed & Beth Price****
Robert Radke
Alan I. Rands & Nancy Nourse 
Professor C. Edward Rathé****
Ms Cecille Ratney****
Florence Richler
Ms Virginia Robeson***
Gordon Robison & David Grant**
Ms Joan Rosenfield***
Mr. Anthony Rubin****
Janice and Paul Sabourin
Amye & DeeAnn Hagler Sagar
Dr. Anabel M. Scaranelo
Patti & Richard Schabas***
Toby Schertzer
Valerie Schweritzer & Chris Reed****
Kevin and Sabine Smart
The Sorbara Group of Companies****
Carole Stelmack****
Pavel and Vera Straka***
Olga Streltchenko and Joel Sachs

Mr. Andrew Sullivan
Terry S. Tator***
Mr. David G. Thomas*
Ms Laura Trachuk & Mr. Martin Katz*
Dr. Nancy F. Vogan****
Mr. Wayne Vogan†****
George Vona & Lark Popov***
Dr. Peter Voore****
Robert Wakefield & Louis Charpentier
Dr. Leonard Waverman and Dr. Eva Klein
Mr. John M. Welch****
Mr. Murray Weppler
In Memory of Victoria Woods**
Mr. R. Bruce Yungblut***
Anonymous ( 7 )

THE ENCORE 
LEGACY
The Encore Legacy is the planned giving 
program of the Canadian Opera Company.

Planned giving is making the decision 
today to provide a gift for the Canadian 
Opera Company that may not be realized 
until after your lifetime. 

Gifts planned today, that will ultimately 
affect your estate, allow you to make a 
statement of support that will become a 
lasting legacy to the COC. 

The Canadian Opera Company gratefully 
acknowledges and thanks the following 
individuals who have included the COC in 
their estate planning:

Marie Agay
Susan Agranove & Estate of 
 Dr. Larry M. Agranove
Ken R. Alexander
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Ms Sandra Alston
Estate of John H. Anderson
Ms Ann Andrusyszyn
Callie Archer
Renata Arens & Elizabeth Frey
Mrs. Rosalen Armstrong
Tony & Anne Arrell
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford
Estate of Mr. L. H. Bartelink
Estate of Wilma Elizabeth Bell
David K. Bernhardt
J. Linden Best & James G. Kerr 
Estate of Cheryl Ann Billingsley
Estate of Sheila Black
Mr. Philip J. Boswell
Estate of David Bowen
Marnie M. Bracht
Estate of Shirley Anne Braithwaite
Gregory Brandt
Ms Cindy Breslin-Carere
Marcia Lewis Brown
Brian Bucknall & Mary Jane Mossman
Georgina M. Cameron
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty
Mrs. Ann Christie
Earl Clark
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers
Earlaine Collins
In Memory of John A. Cook
David H. Cormack
Estate of Ninalee Craig
Estate of Jean Croggon
Anita Day & Robert McDonald
Estate of Ruth Eileen Day
Ann De Brouwer
Estate of Anne Margaret Delicaet
Helen Drake
Yvonne Earle
Estate of Philipp Eberhardinger
Estate of Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr

The above Individual Support Gifts were made as of August 17, 2020.

* five to nine years of support
** 10 to 14 years of support
*** 15 to 19 years of support
**** 20 or more years of support
† COC administration, chorus or orchestra member
‡ Endowment

Despite the staff’s extensive efforts to avoid errors and omissions, mistakes can occur. If your name was omitted, listed incorrectly or misspelled, 
we apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. We would appreciate being notified of any errors at 416-847-4949.
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David & Kristin Ferguson
Carol Fordyce
Rowland Galbraith
Estate of Douglas G. Gardner
Gatfield & Campbell Arts Foundation
Susan Gerhard
Ann J. Gibson
Estate of Hon. Alastair William Gillespie
Estate of Evelyn M. Glendenning
Tina & Michael Gooding
Michael & Anne Gough
Donald I. F. Graham
Colin Gruchy
Donald Gutteridge and Anne Millar
David G. Hallman
George & Irene Hamilton
Estate of Mildred Helen Margaret Hamilton
Joan L. Harris
Estate of Helen Kathleen Harrop
Estate of Leonore Hetherington
William E. Hewitt
James Hewson
Mr. Kim Yim Ho & 
 Walter Frederic Thommen
Douglas E. Hodgson
Estate of Egon Homburger
Estate of Mrs. Lucie Homburger
Michiel Horn
Matt Hughes
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Elaine Iannuzziello
Estate of Helen Inch
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis
Estate of Lynne Jeffrey
Estate of Mr. Gordon Cecil Johnson
Ann Kadrnka
Estate of Betty Kalmanasch
Estate of Barbara Lynn Kelsey
Ben Kizemchuk
Estate of Henri Kolin 
Kathryn Kossow
Estate of Borge John Kraglund 
Jo Lander
Peggy Lau
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Tom C. Logan, A.R.C.T.
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
Ms Lenore MacDonald
Dr. and Mrs. Richard B. Mackenzie
Estate of Eluned MacMillan
Dr. Colin M. Mailer
Estate of Pauline Mandsohn
R. Manke
Estate of William Allan Henry Manula
Tim & Jane Marlatt
Mr. Shawn Martin
Estate of Anthony V. Mason
Margaret McKee
Sylvia M. McPhee
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas
Dr. Alan C. Middleton
Eleanor Miller
Sigmund & Elaine Mintz
Donald Morse
Sue Mortimer
Roald Nasgaard & Lori Walters
Miss Joan C. Pape
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Patterson
Mervyn Pickering
Gunther & Dorothy Piepke
Wanda Plachta
Frank Potter

Mary Jean Potter
Ms Georgia Prassas
Estate of K. F. Read
Dr. John Reeve-Newson
Florence Richler
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
John & Norma Rogers
Mrs. Margaret Russell
Sharon Ryman†
Paul Sabourin in memory of Lynne Jeffrey
Cookie & Stephen Sandler
Estate of Maneck Khurshed Sanjana
Estate of J. M. Doc Savage
Estate of Helen F. H. Schaller
Fred & Mary Schulz
John & Helen Scott
Colleen Sexsmith
Claire Shaw
June Shaw, in memory of Dr. Ralph Shaw
R. Bonnie Shettler
Dr. Joseph So
William Siegel & Margaret Swaine 
Paul Spafford
The Hon. David E. Spiro
Estate of Helen Kathleen Allen Stacey
Dr. D. P. Stanley-Porter
Doreen L. Stanton
Drs. W. & K. Stavraky
Estate of James Drewry Stewart
The Stratton Trust
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Janet Stubbs†** 
Ann D. Sutton
Ronald Taber
Susanne Tabur
Wendy J. Thompson
Mrs. Ann C. Timpson
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen 
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee
N. Suzanne Vanstone
Marie-Laure Wagner
Estate of Jeanie Irwin Walker
Hugh & Colleen Washington
William R. Waters
Brian Wilks 
Mr. Leonard J. Willschick
Estate of Marion Caroline Wilson
Estate of Mary Louise Wratten
Estate of Jean Elizabeth Yack Wright
Estate of Nancy Fay Wood
Marion York
Tricia Younger
Estate of Susan Zador
Estate of George Zebrowski
Anonymous (44)

VOX

TRAILBLAZER
$1,200+
Sadhisha Ambagahawita
Gavin R. Armstrong
Robert C. J. Baines
Lauren Di Pede
Anonymous (1)

VISIONARY
$600 - $1,199
Daniel Faria
Max Gubert
John Lee

SUPPORTER
$360 - $599
Christopher Kelly
Christine Ozimek 
Alia Rosenstock
Adrian M. Sacco
Marc-Antoine Saumier

MEMBER
$120 - $359
Noemi Blasutta 
Pascal Dessureault & Andre Ferreira
Daniel Gatto
Brandon Moe
Measar Musa
Loren Rita 
Zinejda Rita 
Kerry Wall
Jenny Lee Wawrow
Asha Barbara Zizka

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY 
DONATIONS
The COC expresses its sincere appreciation 
to all donors who have made memorial and 
honorary donations.

In Memory of 
Dr. Robert Bendavid
Walter Bowen
Charlene Donovan
Laszlo Jarmai
Dennis Lane
J. Hans Kluge
Bob Lymburner
Constance MacDougall
James McCarron
Thelma Rose
Aunt Sara
Hy Sarick
Arthur Scace
Kathleen Taylor

In Honour of 
Earlaine Collins
Catherine Fauquier
Melvyn Iscove
Paul King
Vivian Rosenberg
Ruth Watts-Gransden
Menna Weese

CORPORATE 
MATCHING 
PARTNERS
The Canadian Opera Company gratefully 
acknowledges the following organizations 
that have matched gifts by their 
employees:

Burgundy Asset Management Ltd.
Canadian Tire Corporation Limited
Getty Images
IBM Canada Inc.



an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

2019/2020 CORPORATE SPONSORS 
AND FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Canadian Opera Company gratefully acknowledges the generous support through operating grants from these government agencies 
and departments:

OPERATING
SUPPORT

ENSEMBLE STUDIO AND
ENDOWMENT SUPPORT

For many programs and special initiatives undertaken each year by the Canadian Opera Company, we gratefully 
acknowledge project funding from:

Employment and Social Development Canada

SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDING

PRESENTING SPONSOR OF 
SHARE THE OPERA

PRESENTING SPONSOR, FREE CONCERT SERIES
IN THE RICHARD BRADSHAW AMPHITHEATRE

OFFICIAL CANADIAN WINE 
OF THE COC AT THE FSCPA

PRODUCTION SPONSOR,
VERDI’S AIDA

PRESENTING SPONSOR
AFTER SCHOOL OPERA PROGRAM & SUMMER OPERA CAMPS ARTIST HOSTING PARTNER

SUPPORTER OF ENSEMBLE STUDIO 
AND CENTRE STAGE

OFFICIAL AUTOMOTIVE PARTNER
OF THE COC AND THE FSCPA

Canada Council for the Arts

OFFICIAL CHAMPAGNE PARTNER
OF THE COC AND THE FSCPA

Making the Arts
More Accessible®
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$100,000 +
The Slaight Family Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
The George Cedric Metcalf Charitable 

Foundation
Chair-man Mills Inc. 
The Hal Jackman Foundation at the Ontario 

Arts Foundation

$10,000 – $49,999
Audrey S. Hellyer Charitable Foundation
The Azrieli Foundation 
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Goldman Sachs
Great-West Life Assurance Company
Jackman Foundation 
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation
The H. John McDonald Foundation
The McLean Foundation
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Tesari Charitable Foundation
Vida Peene Fund at the Canada Council for 

the Arts
Anonymous (1)

$5,000 – $9,999
The Hope Charitable Foundation
JMV Food Services Ltd. 
Local 58 Charitable Benefit Fund
Mill Street Brewery
Shinex Window Cleaning Inc.
Unit Park Holdings Inc.

$2,500 – $4,999
Hicks Memorial Fund at the Calgary 

Foundation
The Primrose Charitable Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499
Gill Ratcliffe Foundation
Jarvis & Associates
K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
O’Shanter Development Company 
The Powis Family Foundation
Anonymous (1)

HOSTING SPONSORS
The Chase Hospitality Group 
Drake One Fifty
Rosalinda Restaurant
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto

CENTRE STAGE GALA 2019

Platinum Sponsor
RBC

Artist Training Partners
Azrieli Foundation
Brookfield Asset Management

Rising Star Sponsors
The Judy and Wilmot Matthews Foundation
The MRG Group
Scotiabank
Universal Music Canada

Official Automotive Partner
Volvo Cars Canada

Official Champagne Partner
Perrier-Jouet

Gala Supporters
Adamson Systems Engineering
Bespoke Audio Visual
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
BMO Financial Group
Bruce Bailey
Burgundy Asset Management 
CIBC 
Clairvest 
Diageo Canada 
Hullmark Developments and DiamondCorp
Labatt Brewing Company Limited
Manulife Canada
Margaret McCain
Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment Ltd.
Modern Niagara Toronto Inc.
Momentum Solutions
Morgan Meighen & Associates Limited
Stikeman Elliott LLP
Sun Life 
The David Family Foundation
The Slaight Family Foundation
Unit Park Holdings Inc.

EVENT SPONSORS
Bespoke Audio Visual
BT/A
Chair-man Mills
The Chase
Cheese Boutique
Diageo Canada
Get Wrapped
Stemz Event Design and Floral
Trius Wines
Turning Technologies Canada
Wellington Printworks Inc.

OPERANATI0N 2019 

Major Sponsor
Graywood Developments

Official Automotive Partner
Volvo Car Canada

VIP Dinner Sponsor
Cartier

Partnering Sponsors
Air Canada
Burgundy Asset Management

Contributing Sponsors
Clé de Peau Beauté
Ernst & Young
Nordstrom
Torys LLP

Catering Sponsors
The Chase
Chase Hospitality Group

Official Wine Sponsor
Trius

Event Sponsors
BT/A
Bespoke Audio Visual
Chair-man Mills Corp.
Equinox
FASHION Magazine
Faulhaber Communications
Floral Fantasy Studio
Fujifilm instax
Mill Street Brewery
No Boats on Sunday Cider
Perrier 
Pink Twig
Rosalinda Restaurant
Ryan Emberley Photography
Shangri-La hotel Toronto
Spirit of York Distillery
the detox market
The Sweet Retreat
Toronto Life
Wellington Printworks Inc.
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The Canadian Opera Company gratefully acknowledges the participation and support of our union partners.

UNION PARTNERS
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OFFICERS
Mr. Jonathan Morgan, Chair
Mr. Paul B. Spafford, Vice-Chair
Mr. Paul A. Bernards, Treasurer
Mr. John H. Macfarlane, Secretary
Mr. Alexander Neef, General Director (ex officio)
Ms. Christie Darville, Deputy General DIrector; 

Executive Director, Philanthropy & Audiences

MEMBERS
Mr. Anthony (Tony) Arrell 
 (ex officio)
Ms. Nora Aufreiter
Ms. Marcia Lewis Brown
Ms. Helen Burstyn
Mr. Stewart Burton
Ms. Sarah Cohen
Mr. George S. Dembroski
Mr. Menon Dwarka

Mr. William Fearn 
Mr. David Ferguson (ex officio)
Dr. Eudice Goldberg 
Ms. Halina von dem Hagen 
Dr. Linda Hutcheon
Mr. Justin Linden 
Mr. Roy Linden
Mr. Jeff Lloyd
Ms. Anne Maggisano
Ms. Judith Matthews
Mr. Varqa Mirzaagha
Ms. Bernadette Murphy 
Ms. Frances Price
Mr. Jeffrey Remedios
Ms. Colleen Sexsmith 
Ms. Kristine (Kris) Vikmanis
Mr. Graham Watchorn
Mr. John H. (Jack) Whiteside

COC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019/2020 CANADIAN OPERA HOUSE CORPORATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mr. Paul B. Spafford, Chair, President 
 & Chief Executive Officer
Mr. Jonathan Morgan, Chair, COC Board of Directors
Mr. Alexander Neef, Chief Operating Officer 

Ms. Christie Darville, Vice-President
Mr. John H. Macfarlane, Secretary
Mr. Paul A. Bernards, Treasurer
Mr. Chris Hutchinson, Director, Finance

CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
Mr. Tony Arrell, Chair 
Mr. Huston Loke, Secretary

DIRECTORS
Ms. Angela Bhutani
Mr. Christopher Bozek
Mr. George S. Dembroski
Mr. Chris Hoffmann
Mr. Justin Linden
Mr. Jonathan Morgan
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coc.ca

PHOTO & IMAGE CREDITS: FRONT COVER: Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, 2020, photo: COC. PAGE 2: Josef Wagner as 
Figaro and Jane Archibald as Susanna in The Marriage of Figaro (COC, 2016), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 3: Christie Darville, photo: 
COC. PAGE 4: Joyce El-Khoury as Tatyana in Eugene Onegin (COC, 2018), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 5 (clockwise from top left): Price 
Family Chorus Master Sandra Horst conducting and Ensemble alumna Hyejin Kwon at the piano during a COC Chorus Sing-a-Long (2017), 
photo: Gaetz Photography; Sayr Ensemble in the Free Concert Series in the Richard Bradshaw Amphitheatre (2020), photo: Karen E. 
Reeves; Ensemble tenor Matthew Cairns at the Free Concert Series (2019), photo: Chris Hutcheson; Thompson Egbo-Egbo in the Free 
Concert Series (2019), photo: Karen E. Reeves; Opera for Babies (2019), photo: COC. PAGES 6/7: screen captures from the COC Virtual 
Choir video (2020). PAGE 8 (bottom, left to right): Opera for Babies (2019), photo: COC; Opera for Toronto: La Bohème (2019), photo: 
Gaetz Photography. PAGE 9: Screen captures from COC Opera Makers video series. PAGES 10/11 (bottom): screen captures from the COC 
Songs of Hope video. PAGE 11 (top): The 2019/2020 Ensemble Studio, photo: Gaetz Photography; (bottom): screen capture of Ensemble 
alumna soprano Simone Osborne, host of Songs of Hope video. PAGES 12/13: The world premiere production of Hadrian (COC, 2018) with 
(page 12) Ambur Braid and Thomas Hampson, and (page 13) Thomas Hampson and Isaiah Bell, photos: Michael Cooper. PAGE 14 (top): 
Ian Cusson at a COC members’ Spotlight Series event (2019), photo: Gaetz Photography; (bottom): Julie McIsaac in a screen capture 
of the COC’s Music Monday video (2020). PAGE 15 (top): Ensemble Studio Competition First Prize and Audience Choice Award winner 
soprano Midori Marsh at the COC’s 2019 Ensemble Studio Competition, photo: Michael Cooper; (bottom): screen captures of (l-r) Ensemble 
artists, pianist/intern coach Alex Soloway, bass-baritone Joel Allison and mezzo-soprano Simona Genga from the At Home with the COC 
Ensemble Studio video. PAGE 16 (clockwise from top left): COC at Pride (2019), photo: COC; Opera for Toronto: La Bohème (2019), photo: 
Gaetz Photography; screen capture of COC Ensemble artists mezzo-soprano Simona Genga and pianist/intern coach Rachael Kerr in Yee 
Hong Foundation’s Caring Heroes online show (2020): Young artists and friends at the Così fan tutte Working Rehearsal Dinner (2019), 
photo: Gaetz Photography. PAGE 17: Vito Priante as Figaro and Renato Girolami as Bartolo in The Barber of Seville (COC, 2020), photo: 
Michael Cooper. PAGE 18: COC members’ Spotlight Series event (2019), photo: Gaetz Photography. PAGE 19: Russell Thomas as Don José 
and Anita Rachvelishvili as Carmen in Carmen (COC, 2016), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 20: Jane Archibald as Semele (foreground) and 
William Burden as Jupiter (background) in Semele (COC, 2012), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 22: 2019 Centre Stage Gala, photo: Gaetz 
Photography. PAGE 24: Russell Braun (centre) as Jaufré in Love from Afar (COC, 2012), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 30: Christine Goerke 
as Elektra and Wilhelm Schwinghammer as Orest in Elektra (COC, 2019), photo: Michael Cooper. PAGE 31: Ambur Braid (centre) as Adele in 
Die Fledermaus (COC, 2017), photo: Chris Hutcheson. BACK COVER: Sondra Radvanovsky as Norma in Norma (COC 2018), photo: Michael 
Cooper.


